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won. He published a book with the attractive title Pig's Meat, or
Lessons for the Swinish Multitude. His first paper, which he
read to the Newcastle Philosophical Society, was called *On the
mode of administering the landed estates of the Nation as a
Joint Stock property in Parochial Partnership by dividing the
rent.9 He was frequently in prison., and so were his followers,
who called themselves *Spencean philanthropists.9 The Govern-
ment accused them of plots, and suspended Habeas Corpus on
account of them. Such an ancestry for Owen's ideas was not
calculated to conciliate Archbishops. But it was not the bugbear
of Spence that finally lost Owen his support in high places.
He had expounded his Plan at a public meeting on August 14,
1817, with complete confidence that it would soon be adopted
throughout the whole world. He had much support but there
were some who rejected his schemes from the first. There were
Radicals, including Cobbett, who regarded it as 'nothing short of
a species of monkery.* Malthus objected to his scheme on
grounds of population, though Ricardo was on the whole favour-
able. The poet Southey nosed out the insufficiency of religion in
Owen's method of regenerating the world. As regards this
last accusation, Owen decided that it would not be honest to
keep silent. At a second meeting, on August 21 st, he delivered
a carefully prepared address, in the course of which he stated,
with all possible emphasis, not only that he himself was not a
Christian, but further that he regarded religion as the chief
source of all human ills:
My friends, I tell you, that hitherto you have been prevented
from even knowing what happiness really is, solely in con-
sequence of the errors—gross errors—that have been combined
with the fundamental notions of every religion that has hitherto
been taught to men. And, in consequence, they have made
man the most inconsistent, and the most miserable being in
existence. By the errors of these systems he has been made a
weak, imbecile animal; a furious bigot and fanatic; or a miser-
able hypocrite; and should these qualities be carried, not only
into the projected villages, but into Paradise itself, a Paradise
would be no longer foundl . . .
After this, naturally, Owen was dropped by the Archbishop and
Bishops, the Dukes and Cabinet Ministers, The Times and the
Morning Post, Among the great, only the Duke of Kent, and to a

